
Labour conference opens 



By Our Staff Reporter 



KARACHI: Labour leaders from differ- 
ent parts of the country will gather on 
Friday morning at Sindh Labour 
Conference to discuss labour law viola- 
tions, poor governance of state-run labour 
welfare institutions and weakening trade 
unions. 

The three-day event being organised by 
the Pakistan Institute of Labour Education 
and Research (Piler) will have Balochistan 
Chief Minister Dr Abdul Malik Baloch as 
the chief guest at the closing session. 

Giving details of the Sindh Labour 
Conference at the press club on Thursday, 
senior trade union leader Habibuddin 
Junaidi and Piler representative Karamat 
Ali said the objective of the conference was 
to provide a platform to the stakeholders to 
discuss, brainstorm and share the issues 
being confronted by workers and to ener- 
gise and strategize the 'fragmented' labour 
movement. 



Mr Junaidi said working conditions for 
labourers in the country was deplorable, 
while only two per cent of them were regis- 
tered in trade unions, and more than 80 per 
cent workers did not receive even the mini- 
mum wages fixed by the government. He 
said eight-hour working day was a thing of 
the past as at present many workers were 
compelled to work 12 to 16 hours a day 
without being paid the overtime allowance. 

Mr Ali said Piler had already initiated a 
process of consultation with trade unions 
and workers organisations in view of the 
declining status of labour. 

Dr Hafiz A. Pasha, Dr Kaiser Bengali, 
LA. Rehman (Human Rights Commission 
of Pakistan), retired Justice Rashid A 
Razvi, Shafiq Ghauri (Sindh Labour 
Federation), Lateef Nizamani (Wapda 
Labour Union), Liaquat Sahi (State Bank of 
Pakistan Union), Shaikh Majeed (PI A 
Trade Union), Mirza Maqsood (Pakistan 
Steel Mills Union), Dr Asad Saeed, Dr 
Pervez Tahir and Dr Saba Gul Khattak are 
expected to speak on the occasion. 
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Moot calls for provision of 
social security to all workers 



By Bhagwandas 



KARACHI: Speakers at a conference on 
Sunday called for provision of social secu- 
rity and rights to workers and trade unions 
according to international standards, 

They demanded an end lo i he privatisa- 
tion process and urged the govenmiern 10 
make local laws in conformity with its 
commitments with, international organisa- 
tions. 

They were speaking at the concluding 
session of the three-day Sindh Labour 
Conference organised by the Pakistan 
Institute of Labour Education and 
Research. 

Balochistan chief minister Dr Abdul 
Malik, who was chief guest at the confer- 
ence, announced holding of first tripartite 
labour conference after the 18th amend- 
ment in Quena in the last week of October. 

He said his party, the National Pariy T 
would fulfil a]l the commitments made to 
the people in its 2013 election manifesto. 

He said he had ordered the government 
departments concerned to ensure thai all 
labour laws were implemented in their let- 
ter and spirit and thai stern action be taken 
against employers who were not providing 
mandatory facilities to their workers. 

LA. Rehman of the Human Rights 
Commission of Pakistan, who presided 
over the moot, said the collective bargain- 
ing for the labourers was deplorable. The 
workers and peasants were excluded from 
many rights and their own trade union 
movement had weakened over the jn&a^s, 
he said. 

He asked the industrial workers to help 
their colleagues in the agricultural sector 
to form their own trade unions so that they 
could protect their rights as the number of 
unionised workers was decreasing with the 
passage of rime. 

Earlier, a former federal minister for 
finance and economic affairs, Dr Hafeez 
Pasha, said in his detailed speech laden 
with data that an International Labour 
Organisation {ILO} report said that only 1 
per cent of the country's labour was cov- 
ered under the trade union,, while in 
India the number was 33pc and in Turkey 



it was 5Spc. 

He said the ILO estimated that there 
were around two million bonded workers 
while his estimate was that the number was 
at least five times high. Similarly, the ILO 
figures indicated that three million chil- 
dren had to work to feed their families and 
they did not gc to schools, he said. 

Pointing out to poor implementation of 
labour laws, he said Pakistan might lose its 
status of GSP-Plus given by the European 
Union after two year review in 2016 and 
stressed the country had to take measures 
to implement the 2? international conven- 
tions, including the eight pertaining to the 
core labour rights^ 

He said efforts should be made to 
increase coverage of more workers under 
the Employees Old-age Benefit Institution 
which had assets of over Rs20O billion and 
were increasing every year. Pension of 
retired workers could easily be increased to 
RsGjOOO per month, he said. 

He said that employment was not increas- 
ing in the formal sector, whereas the infor- 
mal sector was expanding at a fast pace. 
About 80 per cent workforce in the urban 
areas was associated with the informal sec- 
tor, he added. 

A senior economist and adviser to the 
Balaclnstan i:hief minister, Kaiser Bengali, 
said that contrary to governments' prom- 
ises in the past that proceeds from the pri- 
vatisation would be used to repay loans 
only around 16pc of the proceeds had gone 
to loan repayments. 

He said the government had mostly pri- 
vatised the profit earning companies at 
throwaway prices while even the price of 
land and assets of the privatised companies 
were much higher than the prices they had 
fetched in the sell-off deals. 

He said that many companies had been 
sold to foreign investors who were repatri- 
ating their profits from Pakistan instead of 
spending them on industrialisation in the 
country. 

Habibuddin Junaidi, Lateei" Ansari 
Saeed Baloch, Ramzau Memon, Faisal 
Siddiqui, Aziz Memon, Javed Gill, Ayoub 
Baloch, Qamoos Gul Khattak, Kara mat Ali s 
Zulfiqar Shah and others also spoke at the 
conference during the three days. 
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Labor conference demands 
abolition of privatization process 



KARACHI, Sep 28: The two- 
day Sindh Conference, which 
concluded here on Sunday, 
demanded an end to the priva- 
tization process, provision of 
universal social security pro- 
tection to all workers, equal 
right of the collective bargain- 
ing to all the labour, ensuring 
tripartite mechanism for mak- 
ing all labour laws and imple- 
ment of all the international 
labour conventions, which 
Pakistan has already ratified. 

The Conference jointly 
organized by an Organising 
Committee initiated by 
Pakistan Institute of Labour 
Education and Research at 
Gulshan-e-Maymar here. 
Chief Minister of Babchistan 



Dr. Abdul Malik Baloch was 
the chief guest and senior jour- 
nalist [. A. Rahman presided 
over the last session of the 
conference. 

Speaking on the occasion, 
Babchistan Chief Minister 
announced to hold the first- 
ever provincial tripartite 
labour conference after 18th 
Amendment in Quetta 
Baloch istan by the last week 
of October. He nominated his 
Advisor Dr. Kaiser Bengali as 
a focal person to organize the 
provincial tripartite labour 
conference. He said his party. 
National Party, would fulfill 
all the commitments in its 
2013 Election Manifesto, 
He said Balochistan gov- 



ernment was the first, which 
has supported the land reforms 
in the Supreme Court of 
Pakistan's case. He said he has 
asked his government depart- 
ments to implement all the 
labour laws in the province. 

Speaking on the occasion, 
L A. Rahman of Human 
Rights Commission of 
Pakistan (HRCP) deplored 
that the situation of collective 
bargaining for labour is 
deplorable in Pakistan. The 
labour and peasants are 
excluded from many rights 
and their own trade unions 
movement has weakened over 
the years. He asked the indus- 
trial workers to help the agri- 
culture and rural workers in 



making their unions. 

Earlier, in the morning the 
senior economist and former 
Federal Minister for Finance 
and Economic Affairs Dr. 
Hafeez A. Pasha said it is a 
sad that majority of the work- 
ers are unorganized in 
Pakistan. The ILG report indi- 
cated that only one percent of 
Pakistani labour is organized 
in the trade unions. 

In India about 33 percent 
workers are registered in 
Trade Unions and in Turkey 
55 percent workers are with 
trade unions, "It is shameful 
for us " he said adding that 
military governments in 
Pakistan had crushed the trade 
unions, 
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Pakistan 



Labour Conference demands 
end of privatization process 



Staff Reporter 

Karachi— Balouchistan Chief Minister Dr 
Abdul Malik said Balochistan government was 
the first, which had supported land reforms in 
Supreme Court of Pakistan 's case. Government 
departments should implement labour laws in 
the province in letter and spirit. The first-ever 
provincial tripartite labour conference after 1 8th 
amendment would be held in Quetta in 
Balochistan in last week of October this current 
yean National Party would fulfil all the com- 
mitments made in its 20 1 3 Election Manifesto. 

He nominated his Advisor Dr Kaiser Bengali 
as a focal person to organize the provincial tri- 
partite labour conference. He was speaking as 
Chief Guest at a 3-day Sindh Labour Confer- 
ence, which was jointly organized by an 
Organising Committee initiated by Pakistan In- 
stitute of Labour Education and Research at 
Gulshan-e-Maymar Sunday, Senior journalist L 
A. Rahman presided over the last session of the 
conference. 

The 3-day Sindh Conference laid its de- 



mands for an end of privatization process to 
provide universal social security protection to 
ail workers and to provide equal right of the 
collective bargaining to all the labour, ensur- 
ing tripartite mechanism for making all labour 
laws and implement all the international 
labour conventions, which Pakistan has al- 
ready ratified. 

Speaking on the occasion, L A- Rahman of 
Human Rights Commission of Pakistan (HRCP) 
deplored that the situation of collective bargain- 
ing for labour was deplorable in Pakistan. The 
labour and peasants are excluded from many 
rights and their own trade unions movement has 
weakened over the years- He asked the indus- 
trial workers to help the agriculture and rural 
workers in making their unions. 

Earlier, in the morning the senior economist 
and former Federal Mimstenfor Finance and 
Economic Affairs Dr Hafeez A. Pasha said it 
was a sad that majority of the workers were 
unorganised in Pakistan. The ILO report indi- 
cated that only one percent of Pakistani labour 
was organized in the trade unions. 
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Labor conference demands abolition of 
privatization process 



KARACHIi The two-day Sindh Coiiferenee. 
which concluded hereon Sunday, demanded an 
end to the privatization process, provision of uni- 
versal social security protection to all workers, 
equal right of the collective bargaining in all ihe 
labour, i3isuTin4?.ui parii ic mechanism for making 
all labour laws and implement of all ihe interna- 
tional labouLConventions, which Pakistan has at 



unplemeEaation of labour laws as well as tiie ILO mal sector, Dr. Pasha said big I affords income 
Conventions, l ie indicated that Pakistan may is more than Rs 6500billie5n 1 but their income tax 
lose ihe status of GSP-Plus by the European payment is less than Rs. ! billion. Despite all re- 
Union at the two year review in 2016. Pakistan sistance, ha said he had introduced ihe agricul- 
lias to take serious measures to implementation lure income tax and removed Octroi tax in 1997, 
the 27 international conventions including eight AH big offices in Pakistan like Prime Minister, 
pertaining to Core Labour Rights. He -said the President, Army Chief, Corps Commanders, 
main Cause of Zulfiqar Ali Bhutto's removal of Supreme Court Judges are exempted from pay- 
readv rati fied. The Conferee jointly organised Land Reforms Act 1977., the first step taken by ing taxes. He said B™ Income Support Pro- 
bv an Oraanising Committee initiated bv Pafc- the Military government of General Ziaul Haq gramme (B1SP) is a good pqpamme of demo- 
ton In-line of Labour Education and Research was to abrogate that land reforms law. He said cratic govt, which was not ^introduced by Ihe 
ai Gulshan-e-Maymar here. Chief Minister of inequality in land distribution has increased Military governments, 'BISPs anriual budget 
Balochistan Dr. Abdul Malik Baioch was the tremendously in Pakistan. Since mecbaoizafon has been increased toRs. 75 bilhonbui Ibopefc 
chief guest and senior journalist 1. A. Rahman of agriculture sector big landlords have become amoum be increased toRs 1 50 billion. Total 55 
presided over die last session of the conference, even stronger. He said over 13,000 asmindar million families are benclittedtrom this pro- 
Speaking on the occasion. Balochistan Chief families are occupying Snumoaacresoflandof gramr«. r Alaj^nurata^ 
N-urasteraraco^^ Pakistan. He said due to had governance in Em- of trade unions and workers oruansatEons at- 

rial tripartite labour conference after 18th ployees Old age Benefits institution (EDBftihis tended me mree-day cotifeKDce.Auouier senior 
Amendment in Quelta Balochistan by the last institution a^as^ economist Dr. Kaiser Bengali in his presentation 

week of October. He nominated his Advisor Dr. despite the fact, it has assets of Rs. 200 billion ou Privatization said that the governments nave 
Kaiser Bengali as a focal person to organize the and every year its reserves were increasing, span only 16perecntol mw^^^- 
nrovincial uipartite labour confeience. He said There is a scope ofhia^^ coxls on ihe man repayment He pnmted out mat 

nis party National Panv, would fulfill all the retired workers to Rs. 6000 per month. Talking ihe government hadmainly sold ihe profit earn- 
commilnKutSiii its mmsakk Manila o. He aboui Inland hesaW fte m taJwas m Wpn^ ^ <W »# di ^ 
saidBidochistarBOvcnimeM™ distributed in the past to palrc^ me mlluentiaJ away prices. Lnloaunatdv; ate hte privaiiza- 

has supported the land reforms in die Supreme people on political grounds, the land was sane- non, tiiuse industries were closed down. Gaiid- 
Court ofTakistaris case. He said lie has asked his tioned to Army Generals and bureaucrats io ap- hara industry, Zealpak cement factory- were Uie 
government departments to implement all die pease them. Under the Land Reforms Act 1977 main examples, which before the priv* awn 
larflurlawsinihepmvuice. Speakingontte oc- around 350.000 aaes of land can he distributed ^emF^^^^'^^ 
casion. I. A. Rahman of Human Rights Com- among the landless peasants, lie vkteL He said pnvauzaDon jhey showed tea and were uHfc 
niissionofPakistan(HRCP)Q^loredihaiJhe around 14 percent workers do not have living rn^yclo^i^^ 
station of collective lowing for labour is de- wages because they are unemployed or under- of the privatized eoqxrauoiis, were more to 

eroptoYiri/'Wetawatoio^ pnees, they paid in the privattzauofl Jcals, Tlie 

estimates that there are about 2 million bonded share price of Muslim Commercial Bank{MCB) 
workers in Pakistan, iti mv view die number of was less than the lotal price of furniture in the 
bonded workers is more man 5 limes," Similarly, bank, he added. He said the government had 
cultured rural wcricets in making to unions, he said ILO figures indicate dial 3 million chil- promised su spend the proceeds of u^ priv^a- 
Eariler, in the morning the senior e^nomist and dren arc doing job and ihev don't go to schools, nan oua^vebprncnt schemes and pay rtfcr- 
former Federal Minister for Finance and Eco- He said it is a shocking fail that about 220 mil- eign debts. Un cirmnatcly it did not happen. 
nomic Affairs Dr Hafeez A. Pasha said it is a sad lion people in Pakistan do not eat food for two percentage of budget™ development on>iKn- 
tfiat majority of the nmtan arc unorganized in times in Pakistan, Around 40 percent bbnurarc sure was 16.6 in brt it™ reduced 

Pakistan. The ILO report indicated dial only one doing job for 50 hours a week- Only 44 pereeni to 1 .9 percent in 1993- \m He said most o the 
percent of Pakistani labour is organized in die worker are gating minimum wages in Pakistan, companies have teen sOid to foreign invesEors 
tr^eunms In India about 33 percent workers TtemaraprobtobP^^ whoinsieadof sp^«topn*umPs^ 

are lesistered in Trade Unions and in Turkey 55 ofmiiumum wages law. He pointed out mat cm- are repainaung their proiits.irom 1 akistan. Apn- 
percent workers are with mte unions. "It is ploymenl rate in Pakiaan is not increasing in ifae vale company's i ami i is to increase profit Wm 
shameful for us.^ he said adding that military fcamal sector, wncre as diere was a tremendous as states aim should be to urease Hie nationa 
governments in Pakistan had crashed the trade increase in the informal secior. About 80% income and imprmenient of hvmg standard oi 
unions. He said Psdustan is Jqgghie lieiiiiKl in the labour force in urban areas is working in infor- me ^people— RT 



plorablc in Pakistan. The labour and peasants are 
excluded from many rights and their own trade 
unions movement has weakened over the years. 
He asked the industrial workers to help die agri- 
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Labour Party (UK) 
assures support to Pakistani 

workers 



KARACHI: The Labour 
Party UK has assured its full 
support to the newly formed 
"Friends of P1LER (FoP)," 
an international network to 
muster the international sup- 
port for Pakistani workers, 
According to Karamat Ali, 
Executive Director of Pak- 
istan Institute of Labour Edu- 
cation and Research (FILER) 
the UK's Labour Party Presi 
dent Mr, Ed Miiiband, MP, 
along with some other mem- 
bers of his kitchen cabinet 
like Dave Anderson, MP met 
with FoP team at the Durham 



Miners' Gala on July 13 and 
assured his support to Pak- 
istani labour through FoP. 
MnMiiiband also invited the 
members of FoP to attend the 
Labour Party 1 s annual con- 
ference to be held at Man- 
chester by the end of Sep- 
tember this year. Over 1 1,000 
members of the Labour Party 
from the UK will attend the 
conference for sharing the 
wider experiences. 

With over 500 fringe 
events, the event would be an 
opportunity to network and 
share ideas. At the Durham 



Miners' Gala, which was at- 
tended by over 100,000 min- 
ers from England the FoP 
team als met with Mayor of 
Durham and a number of 
senior trade union leaders of 
the UK including veteran so- 
cialist leader Tony Ben! 

The FoP initiative origi- 
nated from the debate around 
the significance of Jinking 
local and regional networks 
with international move- 
ments and struggles calling 
for a pro- worker and equality 
based economic 'order. — 
Agency 
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■ WORKERS CONFERENCE ENDS 



Solidarity committee to finalise 
proposals for labour laws 



By our carrespcmrient 

Karachi 

A labour solidarity committee, 
comprising representatives of 
ay federations and trade unions 
of Sindh., has been formed on 
the concluding day of the three- 
day provincial labour confer- 
ence on Monday. 

The committee would pre- 
pare recommendations fpr new 
labour laws or decide on .adopt- 
ing the federal laws delegated 
by the 18th amendment in the 
constitutioi:. 

The members of the organ- 
ising committee > including 
Karamat Ati of the Pakistan In- 
stitute of Labour Education 
and Research (FILER), 
Habibuddin Junaidi, Dr Kaiser 
Bengali, Kehana Yasmeen, Jalli 
Shah and others, said during a 
press conference at the press 
club that the conference was 
attended by the labour leaders 
from different ports of Sindh as 
well as some key trade union 
leaders from Baluchistan, Pun- 
jab and Khyber Pakhlimkhwa 

The resolutions passed in 
the moot asked all the provin- 
cial governments to initiate the 
tripartite process before mak- 
ing or adopting the labour laws 
at the provincial levels, they 
said. 

They also called for estab- 
lishing the standing labour 
committees with equal repre- 
sentation from the govern- 
ment, employers and employ- 
ees in each province as it was 
an essential requirement under 
the ILO convention 114. 

B&lodii start Chief Minister 
Dr Abdul Malik Baloeh> who 
was the chief guest at the clos- 



ing session of the conference, 
announced that, his govern- 
ment would implement all the 
relevant recommendations and 
a tripartite labour conference 
would be held in Quetta by the 
end of October. For this pur- 
pose, he nominatedhis advisor 
Dr Kaiser Bengali as the focal 
point 

The conference demanded 
of the government to end gen- 
der discrimination and ensure 
provision of remunerations to 
women workers equal to their 
male colleagues. 

The participants of the con- 
ference expressed serious rem 
cems that all workers tn Pak- 
istan did not enjoy the right of 
association as given in the 
Constitution and Pakistan has 
ratified the ILO Convention on 
Freedom of Association and 
Protection of the Right to Or- 
ganise 1948 (No. 87) and Right 
to Organise and Collective 
Bargaining Convention 1949 
(No. 98). 

The organising committee 
demanded that appropriate 
measures must be taken so 
that, every worker of the coun- 
try could form and freely take 
part in a union at the unit 
level, sector wise or on geo- 
graphic basis, 

The Trade Unions Act 1926 
had provided the right to every 
citizen of the United India ex- 
cept for Army personnel in \ht 
uniform, but that Act was later 
abolished by the Military gov- 
ernment of Ayub Khan and 
later an Industrial Relations 
Act was enacted in 1&69, 
which does not provide union- 
isation right to every worker 
arid exclude the labour of agri- 



culture, fishing and informal 
sectors, who constitute a large 
portion of the workforce of 
Pakistan. 

After the 18th Amendment, 
the Punjab government has in- 
troduced Industrial Relations 
Act, which excludes the organ- 
isations with less than $0 
workers. Similarly, the KPK 
and Ralochistan have still not 
prepared the industrial rela- 
lions faw 

They said the conference 
expressed concern over the 
unabated arrest of fishermen 
by the navies and other secu- 
rity agencies of both India and 
Pakistan on violation of bor- 
ders in the open sea. They said 
both the countries should stop 
this inhuman activity and 
allow the fishermen to leave if 
they cross the borders inadver- 
tently. They asked the govern- 
ments of both India and Pak- 
istan to provide signs of 
demarcation in the open sea 
and sign a non-arrest of fisher- 
men pact. 

The conference demanded 
of the government to declare 
the agriculture sector as an in- 
dustry and the agriculture 
workers should be provided 
the same facilities like the in- 
dustrial labour. 

The participants of the 
moot expressed concern over 
the performance of social wel- 
fare institutions like the Sindh 
Employees Social Security In- 
stitution, Employees Old age 
Benefit Institution (EOBI) and 
Workers Welfare Fund and 
presence of widespread cor- 
ruption in these institutions. 
They demanded that all work- 
ers should be provided social 



security" facilities from these 
institutions. 

They called for setting up a 
commission to probe into cor- 

• ion in the EOBI, SES§1 
and WWF and suggest means 
how to make them provide 
benefits to all workers. 

The privatisation policy 
was opposed and the moot, de- 
manded that the plan to priva- 
tise the nationalised corpora- 
tions should be withdrawn. 

The participants resolved 
to strongly resist the neo-lib- 
eral economic policies, dic- 
tated on the instructions from 
the IMF and the World Bank 
and said that due to these poli- 
cies the economic conditions 
of the workers have deterio- 
rated - 

The organizing committee 
members said the conference 
welcomed the provision of the 
GSP-plus status by the Euro- 
pean Union to Pakistan. 

But they pointed out that 
this facility was provided on 
the condition of implementa- 
tion of 27 international con- 
ventions, including eight con- 
ventions pertaining to core 
labour rights. They urged the 
government to take measures 
to implement all these 27 con- 
ventions to fully reap the bene* 
fitsoftheGSP-plus, 

The participants also de- 
manded of the Sindh govern- 
ment to declare brick kilns as 
industry and workers of these 
units be registered in the so- 
cial security institutions. 

They insisted that the Sindh 
government should issue noti- ' 
fication abouE the wages of 
brick kiln workers every year 
and ensure its implementation. 
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Worki n.g for workers 

Activists call for national labour 
union, improved labour rights 



Three-day PILER 
conference sheds light 
on status of workers, 
unions and laws 



# OUR CO RRK5 P ON PENT 

KARACHI 



Trade uxiionists and social 
activists called for a strong 
national labour union to im- 
prove the dismal state of la- 
bour rights in the country and 
protect trade unions on Friday, 

Speaking at the three-day 
Sindh Labour Conference 
organised by the Pakistan 
institute of Labour Education 
and Research (Piter) at its of- 
fice in Culshan-e-Maymar, 
the participants shed light on 
the country's economic poli- 
cies towards labour and the 
status of labourers, labour 
unions and labour laws after 
the iSth Amendment- 

"The government policy of 
privatisation does not take 



workers into consideration; 
instead it only benefits those 
who consulted with the gov- 
ernment before it made its 
policy decisions;' said econo- 
mist Dr Pervesc Tahir, criticis- 
ing current economic policies 
and their effects on labour. 
He said chat foreign invest- 
ments began to decline when 
privatisation started, "in 1987, 
when the institutions were 
run by the government, 26% 
of the national income came 
from foreign investments, " he 
claimed. "Now, after privati- 
sation, the share of foreign 
investment in the economy is 
only 14%." 

Meanwhile, Justice (retd) 
Rasheed A Rizvi alleged that 
political parties had failed 
to play their role in develop- 
ing trade unions. He said 
that they had established 
their wings in existing trade 
unions, but never attempted 
to make unions functional 



The government 
policy of privatisation 
only benefits those 
who consulted vvirh 
the gnvt before it made 
its policy decisions 

Economist Dr Pervez Tahir 



in the factories, "The law- 
yers* movement was suc- 
cessful because everyone put 
die interests of the judiciary 
above their own political af- 
filiations /' he said. "Until and 
unless we start prioritising the 
interests of the people, noth- 
ing can be achieved , " 

He said that after the iSth 
Amendment, the Sindh gov- 
ernment merely adopted the 
Industrial Relations Act of 
200S with the addition of 
the word "Sindh" in it. This 
created problems for work- 
ers employed in national or- 



ganisations, such as Pakistan 
Railways and banks. 

Piler chief executive Karamat 
Ali spoke about the bleak con- 
dition of the country's trade 
unions, with less than 1% of 
workers being registered with 
a union, "The Trade Unions 
Act 1926 gave all workers the 
right to Form trade unions 
prior to 1947 but Ayub Khan 
abolished it and the Trade 
Disputes Act, replacing them 
with the industrial Relations 
Act 1969," he explained. "This 
deprived many workers of the 
right of unionisation, and 
with later amendments, more 
and more were excluded from 
this right." He emphasised 
the need to struggle for pro- 
tecting unions and giving the 
security of at least minimum 
wages to the workers, calling 
for the fonnanon of a national 
union. 

If the workers are united, 
they will bring a revolution 



in the country," said singer 
and activist jawad Ahmed , 
expressing his wishes for 
changing the country's politi- 
cal environment. "I dream of 
making a political party of 
peasants and labourers, where 
they would be the ones ruling 
Pakistan.™ 

Save the Children provincial 
advocacy manager Iqbal Detho 
said that while the number 
of children working in the 
worst conditions had gone 
down from 30 million, last 
year's International Labour 
Organisation report indicated 
that 12 million children were 
still engaged in such labour. 

Meanwhile r trade unionist 
Shafiq Chauri called for the 
simplification of 78 laws deal- 
ing with labour, suggesting' 
that they should be condensed 
into six laws as pet the recom= 
mendation of a commission 
headed by Justice Shafiur 
Rehman. 
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FILER, trade unions to hold Sindh Labour Conference' 



Staff Report on in 



KARACHI; Pakistan Institute of 
Labour ^duration and Research 
(I'tLJ'R) in collaboration ivith 
trade uiiiou.'i announced on 
Thursday, In bring together more 
Chun 2IM) delegates from 1'J labour 
federal inn, 31 labour union, 12 
NGOs and the political parties 
from the four provinces, in three- 
days %udli Labour Conference' 
at PILER Centre. Karachi 

Dr. Abdul Malik BaJoch, CMef 
Minister BaJochistnn will be the 
chief gues'l at the dosing session of 
the conference* starting from 
Friday September 26. The Large 
number of delegates would speak 



the conference on Labour 
fltion. Informal Sector and 
Vulnerability, Labour in 
Agriculture', Labour Welfare and 
State Institutions, Occupational 
Health and Safety International 
Trade and Labour Rights 
Privatisation and Way Forward 
for the Labour Movement, 

The announcement was jointly 
made by the senior trade union 
leader and member of the 
Organising Committee of the 
sindh Conference Habibuddin 
Junaidi and Chief Executive of 
PDLER Karamat AJi» an a press 
conference at Karachi Press Club. 

Habibuddin Junaidi wild "the 
fragmented labour organizations 



and the ineffectiveness of the gov- 
ernment have created a vacuum 
due to which the workers l ights 
are not represented well; the 
Conference aims jo fill this gape, 
and: to energize the weakened 
labour movement in the country,'' 1 
The objective of the conference is 
to facilitate a platform for labour 
and concerned stakeholders to dis- 
cuss, brainstorm and share the 
issues confronted by the labour he 
added. 

This conference will bring 
together the trade unions, civil 
society and the government to cre- 
ate collaboration among them and 
open the ways for constructive ini- 
tiative's Junaidi said that "the 



conference will not limit to indus- 
trial worker* the rural formers 
and thousands others working 
informally are also targeted in the 
conference," He added that the 
working class in Pakistan face 
deplorable conditions where 80 
percent of the workers do not 
receive minimum wages and most- 
ly are forced to work 12 to 16 
hours a day without payment of 
overtimes. 

He said the privatisation 
planes of the current government 
were threats to the workers in 
state-owned institutions which fear 
widespread lay off as it was wit- 
nessed in the past. The current 
reforms under the pressure from 



International Monetary Fund and 
World Bank would bring about 
I he worst results. 

Karamat Ali said "Pakistan 
has ratified many international 
labour conventions but later these 
conventions were amended the 
way that they are now being: used 
against the worker^ according to 
a report by a monetary mission, of 
ILO the labour laws in the coun- 
try actually exempts 75 percent of 
the workers from there basic 
rights*" fie added that the confer- 
ence would be initiating consulta- 
tion over the labour laws poor 
governance of the siate-run labour 
welfare institutions and the weak- 
ening of trade unions. 
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Provinces asked to adopt all laws on lal 




pjfcCHX: Speakers as 
Ct»fcfctice oq Friday 
M teat all ihe laws 
to labour should be 
jFfcy the provinces 
l&th Amendment 
Coasawij'AB, labour is 
of provinces, 
amended to, evolve i 
m m implement the 

'Ail'.i'lr. 

..^Kakers were pre- 
■*rr paneFs and pa- 
ts the First day of 
of Smdh lAbpnf 
organized "by 
t " institute 01 Uhiiiir 
in and Research 
L *} coll nbnrafion with 
her of trade unions and 
son* here, in his presen- 
ce "Current Economjc 
3 Implications for 
p-nae senior economist 
Tabir said chat tin 1 
politics of the pies 
ni have been 
any consultation 
labour The govern- 
OQMitvd to reinitiate 
lion programme 
harrnfal fat labour, 
have introduced the 
"#fC9tmcnr For those 
. which niii earn* 
Fur other ocganiza- 
icb are put for privati- 
aey call the new own- 
I 'peasegic partners" who 
t*ii«i 20 ii| '.he iii-ics " 

Trior said l be Finance 
fcmi is mx budget speech 
I usared that workers*' 
*Ctild be protected in 
mpr vrnzatkm policy, but no 
ItfBw vat suggested except 
IpMKTd to increase min- 
im ■aft* from Rv 10.00(9 
lOQO Id hia budget 
■at there is on raecna- 
i a the government to 
I tic minimum 
.died. 

ipaotmg on the occAskm. 

feecotive of PILER 
m Aii said for iraple- 
Ooa of the labour and 
fern* in a company or 
n. presence of a trade 
I tV i must H* said Dr. 
ttt fa5tu> had told him 
s Pakistan, tcss than one 
■gel (fee workers Me reg- 
si m the nnik unions. He 
that in Punjab ihe 
assembly had 
industrial Relations 
allows workers to 
trade union in the 
where 50 or 
tnaplovees work "It is 
• x-iin i -n n>f CoasfiiluSiou 





right of rsotabotj/ he aMea 
Kunmit Ali aid even 
before the dirpendeDtc the 
labour had more rtghb than 

the present era. Tie Trade 
Unions Ad 1*26 had allowed 
.ill workers to form trade 
union* except for those with 
uniform in the Army, even 
civilian employees of Army 
were aHnwid Th> Military 
government of Ayoub Khan 
abol ished ihe Trade I'mons act 
in 1959. along with Trade 
Disputes Art After 10 ytm 
the famous Industrial 
Relations Ac! mtrodueed 
in 1%9 which dealt wilh both 
trade unions regisrraoon and 
dispute raohrtton But that act 
had excluded many workera. 
The followi ig amendments ki 
the act deprived more workers 
From the Tight of axuonixirion. 
Currently ihe workers are not 
aclively taking part in trade 
union "movement- Even the 
trade anions ka an oiganizaiion 
are divided despite the fact a 
minimal! number of workers 
are registered in the trade 
unions. He suggested Ed form a 
unified confederation of the all 
the trade unions to bring all 
workers at a platfirrm, 

Justice (Retd.j Rashced A, 
RuEvi said that trade union 
movemem aa* lo-l ;l> ^fn i 1- 
in Pakistan where as m other 
countries- workers movements 
Itave become sticoger. He »aid 
that after I Silt ATne»dme»t the 
Industrial Relations Acts were 
adopted by pro^ncfll govern 
mens in a hurry. The Suiuli 
Government even adopted the 
Industrial RelatHMB Act of 
2008 with a smjk bw amend- 
ment hy ptfttiaf a word of 
"Sintlh" in it This crented 
problems for the woctefi who 
are employed m the natkmaJ 
level organizarjons like 
Pftkiatan Railway* and bania. 



He said Shah Mahraood 
Qure^hi, h» been opposing the 
land rcfcnn> in the Supreme 
Court's pe«itK>n and his party 
is jiJkmg about rights of poors. 
He said only 5 percent worker* 
are covered under the social 
security schemes 

Razvi underlined the need 
?0 Liierr^r Ai*ar cne^s antutui 
the trade union reader* about 
liiTwor laws. He said in a case 
Stndh High Court had allowed 
ovci 450O workm of KESC to 
lake (tan m the referendum for 
Collective Bargaining Agent 
(CRA). even though they were 
employed on contract basis. 
General Secretary of All 
Pakistan Workers 
Confederation Khurshid 
Ahmed said that any change in 
the conditions of workers take 
place with a fiwrc struggle Of a 
movemem_ 

Hr isrid he met ready to 
Ms Zectib SyhfUkat, of PILER, 
speaking on Labour RifbLi and 
the Role of Trade Unions wild 
Social securrry to the workers is 
inadequate and a large majority 
of workers arc not geOsfig these 
ficilittcs. She pointed out thai 
in private sector organizations 
the owners report less number 
of thett employees so that 
they would not pay benefits to 
less numbers. For example, 
she said total registered work- 
ers with Sindh Employees 
5ocial Security Institution 
(SESSfi b m,<m r whereas 
the total number of worker* in 
the province exceeds is 14.1 
mill ton. 

She said Pakistan 
Ecmionik Survey provides 
Social Security Net details. If 
one siudy he can find that in 
the lisi of the schemes for 
Social Security Net roads and 
highway and law and ordet are 
also included, that means the 
government provide* money 
for these subjects in the name 



of poverty eradication. The 
^ovemmeni spends around 12 
percent of the total GPP for 
poor. She said even though 
subsidies ate provided fur the 
poor but they are actual!) 
spent on middle class or upper 
class people These subsidies 
are paid on account of petrole- 
um and tot energy wctcw. Even 
the amount for subsidies Ik 
decreasing with the passage of 
time. Onlv 0.2ft percent of the 
total GDP of R>. 2* trillion is 
spent on subsidies. 

Ms. Saattkat said 64 per- 
cent of the population is Irving 
in rural area*, but 60 percent 
of them do not own laird 
Healthcare and education situ- 
ation is pour. Industrial seam, 
transporr and other sectors 
have been provided incentive* 
in the current budget and tax 
lisbiliiira. on ibna Era tewo 
reduced, but no tneenti^e has 
been provided to rnarprjaljwd 
sections of the wnHety, The 
spending on social sector is 
decreasing, fox example, she 
pointed out that for rural 
development the government 
spent Ra. JO billion lasi year 
■nd in the current it has allo- 
cated R? 30 bit lion. 

Singer Javad Ahmed said 
if the workers ate united, they 
wo old bring a revolution in the 
country- 
Lawyer AJt Palh white 
talking about the enforcement 
of the lows after iSUuunrnd- 
ment, **id that provincial gov- 
ernments have to adopt the 
labour laws through their 
respective assemblies. In his 
opinion the majority of legisla- 
tors are big EaacHords or indub- 
irialbts, so mey would Rot 
make pro-labour laws. He sug- 
gested that all the new' laws 
Should be made with the help 
of Ihe civil society and select- 
ed technocrats. He said work- 
ers rights were curtailed during 



all Martial Lbwb- All the dem- 
ocratic governments Fight frtim 
ZA Bhutto made pro-employer 
laws. 

Senior trade union* leader 
Shafee^j Ohauri said in Ihe 
past six labour policies were 
made, but only one policy of 
■ 072 was workers friendly. He 
suggestcil ihiic the labour laws 
should be made winple and 
easily uJiderstandable. Present 

:• • r v.'- ;i!;v :! 

which were intjodocea by the 
Bnlich governnicnl, *We are 
only making souse aitiend- 
menb; in the British era." 

Fustidc Shafiur Rehman 
Cmnmission had provided 
valuable recommendations 
and those leeomniendationt 
should be kept in mind while 
auifctng all the ne* labour 
IM F-k 1 saw! ever 70 tows 
relating to labour should be 
converted into sh laws. A 
Labour Code may be formed 
for all six lawSi in which the 
aaroe deftcution should he pro- 
vided for a- worker, employ t-r 
etc. "Por the Health and 
Safety, We need to pay atten- 
tion on chit "safety laws, which 
are essential to be implc mint- 
ed fot benefits to catpottt 
onder GSP-Plus." 

A triifwrtite Labour 
Standing Coimnittee be consii- 
tutcd fur formation and imple- 
mentation of labour laws- 
Cornmiuee should monitor 
laws Undee the ILO 
Convention and Article 17 of 
the Comiituiton, cveiy citizen 
should have a fight of forma- 
lion or taking pari in the trade 
union activities A tripartite 
health and safety council be 
established to supervise the 
factory uispection process. At 
plant fcvei, a bipartite commit- 
tee be formed on health and 
safety 

Mubt ha Hu&wirt of 
Mehargarh srieaking on "Tlic 
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Sindh Labour Conference concludes 

Balochistan to 
hold first tripartite 
conference 



By Haroon Ishaq 

KARACHI: Balochistan 
Chief Minister Dr Abdul 
Malik Baloch announced 
holding the first -ever 
provincial tripartite labour 
ton fere nee after the ISth 
~ mendment in Que-tu by 
e last week of October, as 
eotiimrndalicm made nn 
e last, day of the three-day 
indh Labour Conference, 
lhat ended, on Sunday. 

rtic conference was 
Jointly field hy the Pakistan 
Institute of Labour 
Education and Research 
f FILER] in collaboration 
with labour unions, in 
fjulshan-c-Maymar. 
Workers" uriily, judicial and 
land reforms and imposi- 
tion of international stan* 
dard* were discussed during 
(he conference. Abdul 
Malik Baloch was the chief 
guest, while many 
renowned personalities 
from worker unions, civil 
iiely and political parties 
with legal and eco- 
nomic experts were among 
the speakers. 

Sneaking on the oeca 



nvi 

UK' 



Hson, Abdul Malik said, "By 
fie struggle of six decade, 
still we could not unite the 
nation and lite worker * 

He added that their 
election manifesto was 
focused on labour rights but 
due to the coalition govern- 
ment many agendas were 
still not possible to imple- 
ment. 

He said thai his was the 
only party tKat, in the 
Supreme Court, supported 
ine land reforms, "We will 
tfrtSUTC implementation of 
the recommendation of this 
conference in Balochistan/' 
he said. He added, "We had 
st cup of eider progressive 



heads but the new generation 
did not have enough guid- 
ance. The spirit of workers.' 
rights and progressive- strug' 
j»!e should lie transferred to 
me new generation," 

The last day*s session 
was presided over by 1A 
Rahman of ill* Human 
Rights Commission of 
Pakistan <HRCP). who said, 
"Workers had more rights 
fifty years ago than they 
have today. With the pas- 
sage of lime, the ruling 
i* exempting the 
rights one by one." 

He said thai it was the 
basic right as welt the duty 
of the working class to mon- 
itor the state machinery. 

He criticised the slogan 
at "Naya Pakistan*, saving 
that the rights of worker* 
were not represented any- 
!i.:ie in the so-called new 
Pakistan. "While everyone 
is talking about the constitu- 
-:n i, there arc scrtaln arti- 
cles which no one is ready 
to mention," Recalling 
Article 3 and Arocle 3,H oj 
the constitution., he said that 
it was enshrined therein that 
it was the duty of state to 
end all type ol f\plo]Uti.>!-i 
and thai the state should 
provide social security. 

He said that after 6Q 
years in 2010, education 
was - for the first time - 
nc copied as u basic ri^ht of 
the citizen s, while the 
rights to employment, 
social security and health 
were- not formally accepted 
as basic rights of the citi- 
zens by law. 

On the third day, FILER 
Director Karamat Ali sum- 
marise the nine sessions of 
the three-day conference 
add put forwarded kev rec- 
ominendations of alf ses- 
sions, which were later 



unanimously passed by the 
delegates 

"The only power in the 
hands of workers is organi- 
sation, Without organisa- 
tion, none of the objectives 
of the worke rs is possible to 
achieve," he said. 

Summarising the three- 
day conference, it was reL- 
OTOWr tided, and passed hy 
ihe conference, that labour 
laws should be the same 
everywhere in ail the feder- 
ating units of the state 
"The Land reforms should 
be act upon immediately 
There should be proper 
safety and health measures 
for workers," he said, 

ft was also recommend- 
ed ihut a work c r>" coordi- 
nation committee should be 
constituted to organise 
workers and bring fhem all 
together on a single plat- 
form. "The committee, after 
considering the recommen- 
dations Ol the" conference, 
sboold then get them imple- 
mented " 

It was auto recommend- 
ed that labour conferences 
like the Sindh Labour 
Cmiferenee should be 
arranged in all other 
provinces, wjiile a joint fed- 
era M eve I conference 
should also he held. 

The participants of the 
confe-rence suggested that 
all provincial governments 
should immediately hold 
the provincial tripartite 
c nn ft i i nces . hr j ngiug 
together the labours and 
employers. 

The ocgonising commit- 
tee of the Sindh Labour 
Conference also announeetl 
holding a press conference 
today (Monday) at the 
Karachi Press Club regard- 
ing the outcomes of the 
three-day conference. 
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Sindh Labour Conference calls for standing labour committees 



■ Says committees in each province should have equal representation from govt, employers, employees 

H^ayscon muc ^ ^ P^ktan ™d ^ked the Institution and Wor 

Staff Report 



KARACHI: Sindh Labour 
Conference called for establishing 
the Standing Labour Committees 
with equal representation from the 
government, employers and 
employe in each province, as it is 
an essential requirement under 
International Labour 
Organisation's convention 114. 

The announcement was maiie 
jointly by the organising committee 
of Sindh Labo ur Conference 
including Karamat All Director of 
Pakistan Instil ate of Labour 
Education and Research -(FILER*, 
Hahiboddin Junaidi of AJ1 
Pakistan Trade Unto 
OrgHlitiation and Dr Kaiser 
Bengali adviser to chief mimrter 



Balochistan al a press ennference 
at Karachi Press Club. 

A Labour &:»lidarity 
Crmmiitiee comprising reprints- 
lives of ail federations and trade 
unions of Sirnih was annanmed on 
Monday to prepare recommends - 
tk>n* for new labour laws. 

The decision of the souclariri! 
couimittee was made on the last 
day of the three-day Sindh Labour 
Conference beld in Karachi from 
September 26 to 28. 

Chief Minister of fialochfetan 
Ih- Abdul Malik Baloch announced 
0*1 the Inst day to hold tripartite 
Labour Conference in Qnetta and 
nominated his adviser I>r Kaiser 
Bengali as foot! person. 

During the prvss conference 
member of the organising eommit- 



lee described the minutes and the 
recommendations of the confer- 
ence. The coetfereace demanded the 
^vwnment to end gender discrim- 
maikm and ensure provision of 
remunerations io womfii workers 
equal to their male coUeagws. 

I( demanded appropriate 
measures be taken so t\ ery » r-r'c - 
er of the eouniry can form 3nd 
freely take part in a union al the 
anil level, sector wise or on geo- 
graphic basis. 

The. current Industrial 
lletanwi Act does, not provide 
unionisation right to every murker 
and exclude fee labour sectors 
other than industries which We* 5 
prises majority of ihe workforce. 

The conference concerned over 
Lhe arrest nf fbibermen b} navies of 



India and Pakistan and asked the 
countries to allow ihe fishermen to 
leave if they cross the borders 
inadvertently 

It rwminended making die 
demarcation into the open sea and 
signing a non-arrest treaty of fish- 
ermen patL ifee conference 
demanded the government to 
declare agriculture sector as indus- 
tries and the agriculture workers 
should be provided the same facili- 
ties, like industrial labour. 

It demanded all workers 
should be provided social security 
facilities from these institutions. 
Ttm caned for setting np high 
fetid Commission to probe into 
corruption in Employees Oldage 
Benefits Institution, Sindh 
Employees -Social Security 



Institution and World Wildlife 
Fund and suggest means how to 
make their provide benefits to afl 
workers. 

The conference: opposed the 
privatisation policy of the present 
government and demanded the 
plan to privatise the nationalised 
corporations should be withdrawn. 

Lt welcomed the provision of 
Generalised System of Preference 
plus status inpak&lan by European 
Union, wnich fe provided on the 
condition of implementation of 27 
international conventions including 
eight Conventions pertaining to 
Core Labour Rights. 

Sindh. government should 
declare brick kiln as industry and 
workers of these units be registered 
m social security institutions. 
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Bleak working conditions 



Industrial tragedies likely to keep occurring' 



1 



Conference stresses 
need tor occupational 
health and safety 
laws, implementation 



9 QV It COR R ES PONPE NT 
KARACHI 



Two years ago, 259 workers 
were killed in a garments 
factory in Baldia in the worst 
industrial fire in Pakistan's 
history. However, the causes 
behind the workers' deaths 
remain, with other similar 
incidents likely to occur in 
the future. 
Trade unionists , social ac- 
tivists and lawyers expressed 
their concerns about the lack 
of action taken to redress the 
dangerous conditions of the 
country's factory on Saturday, 
the second day of the three- 
day Sindh Labour Conference 
organised by Pakistan 
Institute of Labour Education 
and Research (Filer) at their 
office inGulshan-e-Maymar. 
"In the Baldia tragedy, it 



was not the fire that killed 
the workers but the actions 
and inaction of the people in 
charge of their safety," said 
lawyer Faisal Siddiqui, com- 
paring the incident to New 
York's Triangle Shirtwaist fac- 
tory fire that occurred In 1911 
and claimed 146 lives. He said 
that both incidents happened 
in similar circumstances, 
with the owners of both the 
factories giving nearly the 
same statements about the 
closure of factory doors at the 
time of the fires, trapping 
workers inside. 

"People died here because 
the building was constructed 
in violation of by-laws," he 
said. "It was not even regis- 

i>r Bengali went 
on to assert that 
the landlords with 
large holdings 
had no interest in 
development 



tered with the labour depart- 
ment, so the department did 
not bother to inspect it." 

Siddiqui highlighted the 
need for enforcing laws chat 
deal with labourers, calling 
for pressure from interna- 
tional buyers to ensure the 
implementation of health 
and safety regulations. 
"Even if just Section 35 of the 
decades-old Factories Act of 
1934 is implemented, many 
incidents can be avoided," he 
asserted. 

Security consultant Naeem 
Sadiq said that 98 per cent of 
Che factories had no health 
and safety system in place, 
with their workers having 110 
choice but co risk their lives 
every day. "People do not goto 
work to get injured." he said, 
stressing the necessity for 
preventive measures for oc- 
cupational health and safety. 
"Incidents like this happen 
everyday in Pakistan, people 
die while working every day, 
and the reason for this is the 



SAFETY FIRST 

98% 

of factories have no health 
and safety system, with 
workers having no choice 
but to risk their lives every 
day, according to security 
consultant Naeem Sadiq 



absence of legislation for oc- 
cupational health and safety 
standards in the country; we 
still rely on the igin Factories 
Act, which does not have any 
such standards." 

Economist Dr Kaiser Bengali 
said that the same land re- 
forms could not work in 
every region of the country, 
because landownership fol- 
lows different patterns in 
different regions; instead, 
each province should have 
separate land reforms, he 



suggested. "In sindh and 
Naseerabad, Balochistan. 
there is traditional agribusi- 
ness, where the feudal lords 
exploit the tenants," he ex- 
plained, showing data from 
a survey of various districts of 
Pakistan. "Meanwhile, South 
Punjab has corporate farming 
where the peasants do not 
live on the landlord's farms, 
and Khyber-Pakhtunkhwa 
mostly has small landowners, 
possessing one or two acres of 
land." 

Dr Bengali went on to as- 
sert that the landlords with 
large holdings had no in- 
terest in development. He 
further called for an end to 
tenancy in the agricultural 
sector. "Tenancy and share- 
cropping create dependency, 
leaving peasants socially and 
politically dependent on land- 
lords," he said. "Removing 
tenancy will eliminate this 
relationship, giving them 
freedom to work and vote as 
they please." 



